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Ideas for the Future: The Neglected Festival
By Ross L. Worch 

We all know the major festivals of our church, right? Christmas and Easter. They are the two major festivals of the 

ELCA. But not so fast. What about the neglected major festival? What about Pentecost? 

Christmas and Easter are huge celebrations for at least two reasons: 

 The biblical stories that are the foundations of these festivals (i.e., the birth of baby Jesus, the Savior of the 

world, and the resurrection from the dead of that same Jesus) are momentous. 

 These religious festivals have been “picked up” or commercialized, if you will, by the secular world. 

But not “poor, old” Pentecost. No Pentecost carols exist. No 

Pentecost shopping. No Pentecost candies. No trees, lights, gifts, baskets, eggs or bunnies. We don’t have 

Pentecost sunrise services. Pentecost suffers from an inferiority complex. It’s most often neglected. 

We prepare for Christmas, the birth of the Christ child, by having four Sundays in Advent. We prepare for the 

celebration of Jesus’ resurrection with special Ash Wednesday services and then 40 days of Lent followed by Holy 

Week. What preparation do we have for Pentecost? How do we make our parishioners ready for the coming of the 

Spirit? In most cases the answers to those questions are: “We have no specific preparations” and “We don’t make 

them ready for the coming of the Spirit.” 

Why not? Why can’t we? Why don’t we? Back in 2001 I started something new before Pentecost. The 

congregation I served gave Pentecost a “warm-up week” similar to Advent and Lent. We designated the Sunday 

before Pentecost as “PrePent” Sunday. Red is the color for that season—much like having poinsettias at Christmas 

and lilies at Easter—so we had red geraniums at Pentecost. We made every effort to make this pre-Pentecost 

season very special. We didn’t (and still don’t) want Pentecost to continue to get short shrift on our festival 

calendar. 

I wrote the above words for an article that appeared in The Lutheran in June 2001. It seems that Pentecost is still 

not celebrated like Christmas and Easter, so maybe my words are still relevant. 

Therefore, I again raise my call to make our church one that can say, “We have three major festivals, and we 

celebrate all three!” Amen.
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Prayer Concerns 
Please call the Church Office (723-4242)  

or email us: (goldhill.elca@gmail.com)  

with your prayer requests.  

Only prayers given to the entire  

congregation will be included here.      

 

Kathy Huddelston (Linda Moore’s friend)-prayers for 

health and strength as she deals with an infection along 

her spinal column and has been in and out of the 

hospital.  

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
June Birthdays /Anniversaries: 

  

Ashlie Engle – celebrating her birthday June 2 

Peggy Lutey – celebrating her birthday June 2 

Quinn Corbin – celebrating his birthday June 5 

Marshal Mickelson – celebrating his birthday June 5 

Jim Young – celebrating his birthday June 7 

Samantha Schroeder- celebrating her birthday June 13 

Brock Bond-celebrating his birthday June 17 

Jack Stout- celebrating his birthday June 18 

Connie Engle-celebrating her birthday June 23 

Cindy Munyon-celebrating her birthday June 24 

 

Eli Corbin- celebrating his baptismal birthday 

 June 1 

Patti Chain- celebrating her baptismal birthday  

 June 7 

Filamena Butler -celebrating her baptismal birthday  

 June 9 

Aisling Schroeder- celebrating his baptismal birthday  

 June 12  

Ruth Meeks- celebrating her baptismal birthday June 

12  

Cal Fortune- celebrating his baptismal birthday June 

23 

William Davis- celebrating his baptismal birthday June 

24 

Colin Aaker- celebrating his baptismal 

birthday June 24 

 

Vern & Jeanette Nielsen-celebrating their anniversary 

June 4 

Dave & Pat Coleman- celebrating their anniversary 

June 29 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Check it out! 
 

You are invited to check out our 

website: https://goldhillelca.org/ which 

is now fully operational and being 

updated now that there is a full time 

secretary.  

You can donate to Gold Hill online through our new 

website by clicking on the donation button! 

If you have any questions, please call the office 

(723-4242). 

======================================== 
 If you have any announcements or changes 

you would like to have in the Bulletin please 

submit them no later than Thursday 

morning.  

======================================== 

 

Food Bank Item of the 

Month 
 

For the month of June we will be 

collecting canned vegetables for the 

Food Bank. You can leave your 

donation(s) in the designated bins, or in 

the church office. Thank you for your generosity! 

======================================== 

Vacation Bible School 
June 19-22 is the week for Vacation Bible School. It 

will be held at Gloria Dei this year. We will have sign-

up sheets for food, helpers, preschool teachers and 

registration. There will also be a list of craft items that 

we will need for the week. Let’s make this week a 

memorable one for the children. If you have questions, 

call Pat Gruss at 565-2563. 

======================================== 
 

 

 

 

 

Financial Summary 
By Danette Fitzpatrick 

Please help us to stay updated 

and notify the church office 

with any address, phone, or  

Email address changes! 

 

mailto:goldhill.elca@gmail.com
https://goldhillelca.org/
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Financial Summary 
By Danette Fitzpatrick 

 

 

Just a reminder that our website, 

https://goldhillelca.org, has a donation button.  You 

can donate to the church by clicking on the link and 

inputting some basic information. PLEASE FEEL 

FREE TO CONTACT ME WITH ANY QUESTIONS 

REGARDING THE BUDGET. Danette Fitzpatrick at 

406-565-6310 or email at danenurse@yahoo.com. 

Thank you!  

 

======================================== 

 

 

We Deliver-Sack Lunch Ministry 
Volunteers for May were: Connie 

& Ed Engle, Annette Lawson, Patti 

Chain, Jeanette Nielsen, Chris 

Nielsen, Bill Hill. Thank you! 

Food supplies & donations for 

food provided by: Chris Nielsen, 

Jeanette Nielsen, Linda Moore, 

Lynn McGlynn, Annette Lawson, 

Ed & Connie Engle, Thank you! 

We will meet this month on June 19th in the Hall to 

put these lunches together. If you have any questions 

please feel free to call Annette Lawson, at 406-490-

7751. 

 

 

 

Flathead Bible Camp 
Announcements 

 

There is still room to sign up for a 

youth summer week, grandparent camp,  family 

weekends, and much more!!  over 140 programs to 

choose from!! Contact the camp for any and all 

questions!  406-752-6602; www.flbc.net 

 

Women's Retreat  June 9-11, Registration closes June 

2nd! Our speaker is the new Bishop elect, from the NW 

Intermountain Synod (EWA-ID) Rev Dr. Meggan 

Manlove. Our theme is “Telling our Faith 

Story.”  Come for the full weekend or just 

Saturday.  Yoga, Massages, relaxation, wine and 

chocolate await!!  Calling all women 18 and older to 

come and treat yourself...you deserve a relaxing 

weekend!  AND all women will attend the Partners 

luncheon. 

 

STAR Camp-amazing professional leaders! June 25-

30. Great for all ages of youth interested in Music, Art, 

or acting!  The youth put on the Thursday, June 22nd 

Passion Play at 9pm.  All are welcome 

 

80th weekend celebration June 30-July 2... 

Register for the whole weekend, or come for Saturday, 

July 1th: 

 

Join FLBC for an awesome weekend of fun-fellowship-

food and celebrating God's gift of FLBC. We thank and 

praise God for all who have been touched by this 

ministry. There will be time for sharing and 

storytelling with Rev Gary Cockrell and Brad Abbot. 

Brad and Rev Deb Abbott will lead Bible study and 

worship.  Plus lots of time for hiking, prayer walks, 

swimming, art barn, disc golf, archery, canoeing, and 

the new sauna!! Come for the full weekend of fun or 

join us for FREE special events Saturday afternoon and 

evening! 5:30 BBQ at the pavilion, followed by a 

concert by JUSTmove (Joe Davis and David Sherer, 

formally AGAPE) Plus campfire worship, singing 

through the decades and S'mores!! 

 
Join us at FLBC for Sunday worship and or Thursdays 

Passion play! June 18-Aug 3 

 

We are working to replace the chapel benches in the 

outdoor chapel. Any and all amounts help...to Sponsor a 

bench, $750; with up to 40 characters on a plaque on the 

bench!! 

April 2023 Actual Budget Over/under 

budget 

Income 12,868.16 11,460.00 1,408.16 

Expenses 8,433.33 11,459.98 3,026.65 

Net Income 4,434.83 .02 4,434.81 

Year to 

Date 2023 

Actual Budget Over/Under 

Income 50,299.54 45,840.00 4,389.54 

Expenses 42,612.19 45,839.92 3,227.73 

Net 

Income 

7,667.35 600.08 7,067.27 

https://goldhillelca.org/
mailto:danenurse@yahoo.com
http://www.flbc.net/
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Words from the Bishop: 
Synod Office Report 

 

In those days I will pour out my Spirit, God declares. 

Acts 2:17, 18 

  

Pentecost Greetings to you in the name of the Holy 

Trinity as we welcome the coming of the Holy Spirit 

and celebrate the birth of Christ’s Church this Sunday. 

 

Last January, I wrote about liminal spaces. In her 

book How to Lead When You Don’t Know Where 

You’re Going: Leading a Liminal Season, Susan 

Beaumont describes the times and spaces that the 

church lives in today as “liminal,” as standing in the 

threshold of an open door to something new but we 

haven’t gone through yet. In this space, part of us 

stands in the former things, part in the future things, and 

part in the right now and here, the confusing and messy 

“this.” 

 

This threshold is not an easy space/time for us to live 

in. In this threshold between already and not yet, we 

find both anxiety of an unknown future and the grief of 

losing a dying past that felt stable (whether it was stable 

is another question). In the threshold, we feel pushed by 

some to go too quickly into something we feel we’re 

not ready for yet or we feel held back by those clinging 

too tightly to something that doesn’t work anymore. 

 

And in this threshold we find God. In fact, it’s in the 

liminal spaces, the times we aren’t in control, the times 

of not knowing and uncertainty that we actually find 

ourselves closer to God than any other time. 

 

The pouring of the Holy Spirit upon the disciples that 

Pentecost morning was definitely a liminal experience 

for them. Their self-constructed walls of future 

agendas, plans and judgments were torn away and they 

were brought face-to-face with what God was revealing 

to those around them through their own voices speaking 

unfamiliar tongues. 

 

The pouring of the Holy Spirit upon us is a liminal 

experience as well. In fact, as followers of Christ who 

have been filled with the Spirit in our baptisms, every 

day is a liminal experience of wondering in awe and 

fear about what God may be doing next in our lives and 

the lives of the Church. Contrary to what some thought, 

there is not going to be a post-pandemic stability. We’re 

still standing on the threshold between former things 

and new possibilities, a time of both worry and wonder. 

And we may be standing there for a while. 

 

It is in these times of liminality that the Holy Spirit can 

better break through our closed and frightened minds, 

hearts and wills. As our reliance on our own ways, 

goals and identities is peeled back layer by layer, we 

can begin to see more clearly God’s presence with us 

and the new things that God has been, is and will be 

doing among us. We see through a glass dimly, for 

sure, but with open eyes, hearts and wills, we can see. 

 

And not only does God appear more present to us 

during this time, but our Spirit-given faith (trust) tells 

us that “God is Able.” This sermon title from Martin 

Luther King Jr. continues to resonate with me: that God 

is indeed able. I think we forget that at times and begin 

to believe it is all up to us. But God is able to bring 

abundance out of scarcity. God is able to bring hope out 

of despair. God is able to bring life out of death. God is 

able to do all this and more again and again. 

 

It's in the liminal spaces that the Holy Spirit enters into 

our lives, sometimes with violent winds and tongues of 

fire, often with still small voices of witness to the new 

life in Christ every moment of every day. It’s also in the 

liminal times that we need to cling to the promise that 

God is with us and is able to make change in us and 

through us whether we feel it or not. 

 

As we celebrate Pentecost this week, I am offering my 

thanks to you for your ongoing work of equipping for 

the ministry of the Gospel in your liminal places across 

the Montana/N. Wyoming Synod. Thank you for the 

many resources, including the financial resources, you 

have shared with the synod, the ELCA and our 

ministries over the past year so that we can better equip 

you. Thank you for your time, energy, commitment and 

willingness to persist and be resilient in the many ways 

you have been called to serve Christ and his Church 

wherever you are located. 

 

With gratitude for the power of the Spirit pouring 

through you to serve the world, 

 

Bishop Laurie               
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Quilters 
Thursday, May 11 2023, we sent 94 quilts in 12 boxes 

that Day Spring had used to pack the Church’s 

belongings and used them to pack quilts. They were all 

the same size and made it easier for the U-Haul driver 

to stack. Through donations and purchases on Quilt 

Sunday we were able to send $235.00 to LWR for 

shipping costs. 

 

More quilts were finished throughout the year and taken 

to the Furniture Bank, Rescue Mission, given to 

someone in need or sold on quilt Sunday. No one seems 

to know exactly when the women of Gold Hill started 

to make quilts. However we do have records as far back 

as 2008. Since that date our church has sent 2,408 quilts 

to LWR. The Quilts given locally to Rescue Mission, 

VA Hospital or sold on quilt Sunday is not recorded. 

 

All fabric is donated. The expense is buying the batting 

which costs between 110 and 125 dollars per roll. One 

roll will make 25 to 28 quilts. Besides the cost of 

batting, shipping has increased to 40 dollars a roll. 

 

Gloria Dei was so generous in allowing us to use their 

Fellowship Hall for layering and tying quilts while 

Gold Hill was being restored. Pastor Sarah and their 

quilting ladies would come in and visit and ask if we 

needed anything. It made us feel so welcome.  

 

One of the highlights for us is Quilt Sunday when we 

display the quilts in the sanctuary for you to see. If you 

are interested in being involved; please come to the 

Fellowship Hall at 10:00 am on Wednesday’s and bring 

a sack lunch. 

 

Thank you to all who have donated fabric or helped in 

any way throughout the year. Thank you to those that 

purchased a quilt. We are so grateful to each of you. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Stone Soup Community Meal 

May 2023 
We served on May 7, 14, and 28th. Between folks who 

showed up to serve and folks who came to eat and had 

food taken to the homebound, we served 22, 36, and 32 

people so far.  

Conversations are ongoing with the Health Department 

to get the kitchen certified with the Health Department. 

As we apply for Lutefisk annually this is familiar 

territory and the Sanitarian wants to help us be 

successful.  

This means a change to part of this ministry and another 

opportunity for service. We will be meeting at the 

church to cook portions of the meal here, to chill or 

freeze as needed. I anticipate a ministry of cooks 

sharing spices, recipes, and fellowship cooking for our 

community.  

We also have established a relationship with the Food 

Bank to collect food for preparation weekly. They are 

also very excited to see us succeed. This month's menu 

will begin with Asian meatballs, thanks to the generous 

donations of a case of meatballs from the Food Bank.  

A big shout out to the people who made the food (so 

delicious!), and helped serve and clean up. Thank you 

to those that brought or invited their friends and family 

and to those that donated funds.  

A special thanks to Byron DeWaay, Bill Hill, Samantha 

S, Lynn McGlynn, Danette Fitzpatrick, Miriam Haley, 

Chris Ketchum, Julie Corbin, Jeanette Nielsen, Patti 

Chain, and David Stordahl. Thank you to the folks who 

left goodies from the coffee hour.   

We are serving every Sunday through August from 

noon to 3 pm. Please join us as you are able. Thank you 

for your prayers and support. Remember, physical food 

will bring folks here and fellowship is the goal. If you 

have any questions or would like more details please 

call Heatherlynn at 406-491-5641. 
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Gold Hill Lutheran Church 

Council Minutes – May 9, 

2023 
 

Attendance:  David Stordahl, Shelly Anderson, Ty 

Inglis,  Pat Gruss,  Jon Williamson (via phone), 

Nicholas Conlan, Miriam Haley, Danette Fitzpatrick, 

Pastor Sarah Schilcher 

Absent: None  

David Stordahl called the meeting to order. 
 

Danette provided devotions 

Heatherlynn Meeks was a guest. She reported on the 

first week of the Stone Soup ministry. There were 19 in 

attendance and 6 “to go” meals. There is a need for 

salads, desserts, and hard boiled eggs. She responded to 

council questions. It was motioned, seconded and 

carried (MSC) to approve the minutes of the April 11, 

2023 meeting  
 

Treasurer’s report: Danette previously distributed the 

April 2023 financial statements. GH has hired a 

cleaning service. We will request a certificate of 

insurance from them. The parsonage power bill has 

been transferred to the tenant’s name. MSC to accept 

the treasurer’s report. 
 

President’s report: David reflected on the Lenten and 

Easter services. 
 

Administration Director report: Jon stated that the 

insurance policy has been renewed at the same cost.  

The parsonage lease is in place. There was a 

walkthrough of the parsonage. Gold Hill and Gloria Dei 

will enter into an agreement to share the cost of 

employing Tristyn Howard. GH will administer payroll 

and taxes. Tristyn will work 3 hours per day for each 

parish weekly. There was discussion on purchasing a 

cell phone so that Tristyn can receive calls for both 

parishes. 

 

Worship ministry report: Shelly reported on the success 

of the Seder dinner. She reported on the letters for the 

letterboard, candle wicks, and the resumption of the 

“noisy offering” next Sunday. A new set of hymnals 

was ordered for the musicians. Worship on May 28, 

2023 will be at Gloria Dei (Pentecost) to celebrate 

GH’s confirmand.   

 

Leadership Ministry report: Miriam discussed the 

cleaning contract, finishing of the key cabinet, and the 

status of lock changes.  She discussed security concerns 

and possible mitigation plans. 

Spiritual Growth report:  Pat discussed the schedule for 

Sunday School as the year ends.  Vacation Bible School 

will be June 19-22.  The original plan was for GH to 

host.  There is a requirement to test the soil around the 

GH property this summer which may interfere with our 

ability to host.   
 

Outreach Ministry:  The council congratulated Nicholas 

on graduating with honors from MT Tech with a degree 

in accounting and human resources.   

Pastor Sarah provided a report of her monthly activities 

(phone calls, home visits, counseling, etc.)  Her 

workload has settled down.  She would welcome 

volunteers to make home visits. 

 

Other business:   

Pastor Sarah discussed different worship settings.  

There are several different settings in the red hymnal.  

She suggested “synching up” with Gloria Dei so that 

we rotate the setting every 5 weeks.  She also 

introduced a setting named “Behold”.  She discussed 

the special meaning of this setting to her.  The 

consensus was that the change would bring vibrancy to 

our worship. 

Gloria Dei has a quote for a new pictorial directory.  If 

Gold Hill signed on, the cost would be $300 for each 

congregation. 

The council closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL May 2023: 
 

Dave Stordahl – 

President 
 

Jon Williamson – 

Administration Director 
 

Danette Fitzpatrick – 

Treasurer 
 

Ty Inglis – 
Secretary 

 

Pat Gruss – 
Spiritual Growth 

Ministry, Team Leader 
 

Shelly Anderson – 

Worship Ministry, Team Leader 
 

Miriam Haley – 
Leadership Ministry, Team Leader 

 

Nicholas Conlan – 

Outreach Ministry, Team Leader 
goldhilloutreach@gmail.com 
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June 2023 Prayer Ventures  
1 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others 

gathering for the assemblies of the Central/Southern 

Illinois, Montana, Southwest California and 

Northeastern Pennsylvania synods, that the Spirit will 

strengthen, guide and inspire them as they reflect on the 

mission of the church, choose leaders and encourage 

one another to proclaim the gospel and serve our 

neighbors in need. 

 

2 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others 

gathering for the assemblies of the South Dakota, 

Nebraska, Greater Milwaukee, Upstate New York, 

Lower Susquehanna, North Carolina, Western North 

Dakota and Southeastern synods, that the Spirit will 

strengthen, guide and inspire them as they reflect on the 

mission of the church, choose leaders and encourage 

one another to proclaim the gospel and serve our 

neighbors in need. 

 

3 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others 

gathering for the assemblies of the Eastern North 

Dakota, Northwestern Minnesota, Central States, 

Metropolitan Chicago, Southern Ohio and Metropolitan 

Washington, D.C. synods, that the Spirit will 

strengthen, guide and inspire them as they reflect on the 

mission of the church, choose leaders and encourage 

one another to proclaim the gospel and serve our 

neighbors in need. 

 

4 “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of 

you.” (2 Corinthians 13:13). Pray that we will be quick 

to share with others the blessings and certainty of God’s 

love and forgiveness. 

 

5 LGBTQ+ Pride Month Give thanks and praise to God 

for the rich diversity of humankind, especially for our 

LGBTQIA+ neighbors and siblings in Christ. Pray for 

our church and society to exercise total inclusion, 

hospitality without bias or fear, and respect and 

advocacy for the LGBTQIA+ community. 

 

6 Remember in prayer camp staff who are training to 

serve in our summer outdoor ministry programs across 

the country; pray that they will use their unique gifts to 

care for, affirm and stir the faith of campers of all ages, 

backgrounds and abilities. 

 

7 Pray for communities recovering from severe weather 

and disasters here and around the world. Ask God to 

surround them with hope, strength and caring neighbors 

throughout their recovery, and give thanks for the 

generous support and volunteer assistance offered 

through Lutheran Disaster Response and ELCA World 

Hunger in partnership with companion churches and 

other relief organizations and ministries, which provide 

relief and build resiliency. 

 

8 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others 

gathering for the assemblies of the Grand Canyon, 

South Carolina, Florida-Bahamas and Virginia synods, 

that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and inspire them as 

they reflect on the mission of the church, choose leaders 

and encourage one another to proclaim the gospel and 

serve our neighbors in need. 

 

9 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others 

gathering for the assemblies of the New England, 

Southwestern Minnesota, Northeastern Iowa, 

Northwestern Pennsylvania, Delaware-Maryland and 

La Crosse Area synods, that the Spirit will strengthen, 

guide and inspire them as they reflect on the mission of 

the church, choose leaders and encourage one another 

to proclaim the gospel and serve our neighbors in need. 

 

10 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others 

gathering for the assembly of the Indiana-Kentucky 

Synod, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and inspire 

them as they reflect on the mission of the church, 

choose leaders and encourage one another to proclaim 

the gospel and serve our neighbors in need. 

 

11 Give thanks to God for new members, confirmands, 

newly baptized people and visitors in our 

congregations; pray that we will welcome and include 

them, affirm and use their gifts, and celebrate and 

encourage their faith journeys. 

 

12 Pray for the summer ministries of congregations that 

serve children and youth in our communities, and give 

thanks for leaders and volunteers of all ages who share 

their faith, time, gifts and hope with young people. 

 

13 Remember in prayer youth and young adults 

working summer jobs, that they will find safe and 

affirming environments, build new relationships, gain 

new skills, earn fair wages and renew their spirit and 

strength in our communities of faith. 

 

14 What people in your neighborhood and community 

are most often overlooked? Ask the Spirit to help us 

recognize and attend to the needs of our neighbors and 
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the diversity of gifts and insights they bring to the 

community and our congregations. 

 

15 “Call on me in the day of trouble” (Psalm 50:15). 

Call on God if you’re encountering difficulties, and 

express your gratitude and joy to God if things are 

going well. 

 

16 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others 

gathering for the assemblies of the Northern Illinois, 

Southwestern Pennsylvania and Upper Susquehanna 

synods, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and inspire 

them as they reflect on the mission of the church, 

choose leaders and encourage one another to proclaim 

the gospel and serve our neighbors in need. 

 

17 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others 

gathering for the assembly of the Allegheny Synod, that 

the Spirit will strengthen, guide and inspire them as 

they reflect on the mission of the church, choose leaders 

and encourage one another to proclaim the gospel and 

serve our neighbors in need. 

 

18 Father’s Day Remember in prayer fathers who strive 

to be loving, caring, wise and influential parents, 

including new fathers, single fathers, stepfathers and 

fathers who are deployed in the military or incarcerated. 

 

19 Juneteenth People of faith have long known the 

importance of recalling and learning from history. Pray 

for the courage to hear and tell the tragic and 

discomforting history of American slavery and to call 

out the continuing threat of racism and injustice; ask the 

Spirit to help us learn from the past and present and to 

strive for humility, understanding, respect, justice and 

unity. 

 

20 Remember in prayer those displaced from their 

communities and countries by sudden- and slow-onset 

climate disasters, including drought, flooding, 

pollution, severe weather, rising oceans and 

diminishing food resources. 

 

21 Give thanks for the wonders of creation, especially 

for the beauty that stirs awe, the immensity that 

humbles us and the complexity and mystery that spark 

our curiosity and inspire us to explore, broaden our 

knowledge and praise God. 

 

22 “God’s love has been poured into our hearts through 

the Holy Spirit” (Romans 5:5). Ask for forgiveness 

when we take for granted or lose sight of the amazing 

gift of love that has been given to us by God, who is 

fully aware of our human nature, weaknesses and 

messiness. 

 

23 Pray for those traveling this summer on vacation and 

sabbatical, that they will be safe, experience renewal 

and discover opportunities to serve others.  

 

24 Sarah was amused and overjoyed at the birth of 

Isaac in her old age: “God has brought laughter for me; 

everyone who hears will laugh with me” (Genesis 

21:6). Give praise and thanks to God for shaking up our 

lives and rewarding us when we least expect it.  

 

25 Thank God for the work of the Spirit, which leads us 

to Christ, equips us to be faithful disciples and deepens 

our understanding of God’s wisdom and ways 

throughout our life. 

 

26 Remember in prayer high school students gathering 

for the Lutheran Summer Music Academy & Festival at 

Valparaiso University in Indiana. Ask God to bless 

their time together as they further their knowledge and 

skills and prepare for future careers and vocations. 

 

27 Pray for adult children who are caregivers for their 

parents, that they will have resources and support that 

help inform, guide and sustain their work of love. 

 

28 Give thanks for our confessions of faith, which 

remind us that we are children of God and followers of 

Christ, rooted in Scripture and united by our beliefs 

with a diverse and global community of faith. 

 

29 Ask God to help us bear compassion, joy and hope 

into a world yearning for peace, stability and 

meaningful connection. 

 

30 Sharing our faith in Christ and serving our neighbors 

in need can be challenging, tiring and even 

intimidating. Ask the Spirit to reassure us that God is 

with us, giving us the wisdom, strength, courage and 

patience to do God’s work in the world. 
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June 2023 
Gold Hill Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Empowered by the Holy Spirit, United to 
Serve 

934 Placer Street 
Butte, MT 59701 
406-723-4242 

Sunday Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 3 
     

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
9:00 am Worship 
Service 
Coffee Hour 
following service 
Stone Soup 12-3 pm 

10:00 am 
GHELC Book 
Club 

8:30 am Bible 
Study 
5:30 pm 
Executive 
Meeting 
5:30 pm Exercise 
class 
6:00 pm Worship 
and Music 

10:00 am LWR 
Quilters 
 
6:30 pm GH 
Choir Practice 

   

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
9:00 am Worship 
Service 
Coffee Hour  
following service 
Stone Soup 12-3 pm 

 6:00 pm 
Stephen 
Ministry 
 

8:30 am Bible 
Study 
10:00 am Gather 
Bible Study  
5:30 pm Exercise 
class 
6:00 pm Council 
Meeting 

10:00 am LWR 
Quilters 
 
6:30 pm GH 
Choir Practice  

10:00 am 
Prayer Shawl 
Knitters 
 

12:00 pm 55+ 
Lunch Bunch 
 

 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
9:00 am Worship 
Service 
Coffee Hour 
following service 
Stone Soup 12-3 pm 

Vacation 
Bible School 
9:00 am We 
Deliver Sack 
Lunch 
Ministry 

Vacation Bible 
School 
 
8:30 am Bible 
Study 
 
5:30 pm Exercise 
class 

 

Vacation 
Bible School 
 
10:00 am LWR 
Quilters 
 
6:30 pm GH 
Choir Practice  

Vacation 
Bible School 
 

  

25 26 27 28 29 30  
9:00 am Worship 
Service 
Coffee Hour 
following service 
Stone Soup 12-3 pm 

6:00 pm 
Stephen 
Ministry 

8:30 am Bible 
Study 
 
5:30 pm Exercise 
class 

 

10:00 am LWR 
Quilters 
 
6:30 pm GH 
Choir Practice  
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