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Bishop Eaton issues message on 80th anniversary of Pearl Harbor Day 

"Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the 

uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain" (Isaiah 40:4). 

Eighty years ago, on a beautiful Sunday morning, Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, was tragically 

transformed from an island paradise into a bloody battlefield. After the Japanese bombed the 

U.S. Navy, war was declared, and tragedy ensued. During times like these, the Lutheran church 

has always trusted our chaplains to bring a ministry of Word and Sacrament — to remind 

people that, no matter how difficult the circumstances, there is always a way toward peace. 

Amid tragedy, destruction, and death, those who follow Jesus are still called to hope. 

As we continue to live with the impact of COVID-19, did any of us think that this pandemic 

would be so protracted? We had no way to know about Delta or Omicron variants. We have 

seen rises in anxiety, incivility, anti-Asian violence and the harmful theology of Christian 

nationalists and other extremist groups, the same kind of sentiment that led us to intern Asian 

Americans after the bombing of Pearl Harbor in 1941. We must do better than that. As we are 

reminded by the light from our Advent wreathes, we are called to illuminate and enlighten. 

The advent of our Lord Jesus is the event that turns all human history on its head. We follow 

Jesus rather than the warmongering, death-dealing principalities, and powers of this world. Like 

our ELCA federal chaplains, like the prophet Isaiah, we are called to promote a different way – 

a way of justice, of equity, of healing and recovery. We are ambassadors of Jesus, the Prince of 

Peace, who enters our world to bring peace, healing, and hope.  

 In Christ, 

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 

Presiding Bishop 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
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Prayer Concerns 
 

Please call the Church Office (723-4242)  

or email us: (goldhill.elca@gmail.com)  

with your prayer requests.  

Only prayers given to the entire  

congregation will be included here.      

 

Curt Quist – prayers for healing 

Dick Fitzpatrick – prayers for healing 

Family of Jane Lawson (Mike Lawson’s stepmother) 

– prayers of comfort for Mike and his family 

following Jane’s death in Seattle 

Montana Synod Prayer Requests: 

Prayers of healing for all who are suffering with Covid 

and those who care for them 

Prayers for peace in the New Year, for a world filled 

with violence and unrest 

For Pastor Audrey Rydbom (Pella Lutheran, Sidney) 

and her family as they mourn the death of her mother 

Shirley 

For the people of Denton and Great Falls who were 

impacted by terrible wildfires and the destruction 

they brought 

For Annela Rova, ordained at Trinity Lutheran in 

Choteau, MT where she will begin her ministry 

Messiah Lutheran Church in Billings officially closed 

on Nov. 30, 2021. Please pray for those who made the 

decision to close the congregation and those who 

grieve the ending of their ministry. We give thanks to 

God for the legacy shared from this ministry that will 

impact many in the days, months, and years to come. 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
 

January Birthdays/Anniversaries: 

  

Jessica Carr – celebrating her birthday 

on January 1 

Ann Richter – celebrating her 

birthday on January 1 

Lee Ann Butt – celebrating her birthday on 

January 8 

Dave & Taryn Stratton – celebrating their 

baptismal birthdays on January 8 

Brett Bond – celebrating his birthday on January 9 

Otto Thennis – celebrating his baptismal birthday 

on January 13 

Kohlter Pennell – celebrating his baptismal 

birthday on January 15 

Chris Ketchum – celebrating her baptismal 

birthday on January 16 

Drew Carr – celebrating her birthday on January 

16 

Aisling Schroeder – celebrating his birthday on 

January 19 

Jack Dotson – celebrating his birthday on January 

21 

Ann Drew – celebrating her birthday on January 

21 

Seth Dean – celebrating his birthday on January 

23 

Holly Dean – celebrating her birthday on January 

23 

Jean Brothers – celebrating her birthday on 

January 23 

Kaydance McNabb – celebrating her baptismal 

birthday on January 26 

 

Jerry & Judy Aaker – celebrating 

their 57th anniversary on 

January 23 

 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please help us to stay updated 

and notify the church office 

with any address, phone, or 

Email address changes! 
 

 

mailto:goldhill.elca@gmail.com
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Memorials & Honorariums 
 

In Memory of Francis Haavisto from: 

 Alan & Lynn Aniksdal, gift to Roof Fund 
 

In Memory of Jane Lawson from: 

 Linda & Dennis Moore 

 Virginia DeWitt, gift to Roof Fund 

 

In Honor of Miriam Haley from: 

 Linda Williamson, gift to LWR Quilters 

 

In Memory of Pete & Carol Godtland from: 

 Deb Young 
 

======================================== 
 

Food Bank Donations 
 

At this time Gold Hill cannot take 

physical donations of food for the food 

bank.  
 

Mail your monetary donation 

directly to: 
 

Butte Emergency Food Bank 

1019 East Second Street 

Butte, MT  59701 
 

 Thank you for your generosity! 
 

======================================== 

 
 

Sunday School has started up again at Gold 

Hill!  We are meeting after the 9:30 service. 

Following the Christmas holiday, classes will resume 

on January 9. 

Ages 3 on up are welcome! 

If you have any questions please call me, Pat Gruss at 

406-565-2563.  

 

 
 

55+ Lunch Bunch 
 

55+ Lunch group will meet 

on Friday, January 21st, at 

Perkins Restaurant at 12 

Noon. Questions? Talk to 

Jeanette Nielsen.  
 

 

=========================================== 
 

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 

 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL January 2022: 
 

Mike Lawson - 

President 
 

Curt Quist - 

Administration Director 
 

Danette Fitzpatrick - 

Treasurer 
 

Peggy Graving - 

Secretary 
 

Pat Gruss - 

Spiritual Growth 

Ministry, Team Leader 
 

Chris Ketchum - 

Worship Ministry, Team Leader 
 

Lynn Aniksdal - 

Leadership Ministry, Team Leader 
 

Nicholas Conlan - 

Outreach Ministry, Team Leader 
 

Pastor Marlow Carrels 
 

 

Annual Reports for 2021 are 

 due by January 4th. Please  

send your report at your  

earliest convenience by email  

to goldhill.elca@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:goldhill.elca@gmail.com


The Nugget Page 4 
 
 

 

Financial Summary 
 

by Danette Fitzpatrick 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just a reminder that our website, 

https://goldhillelca.org, has a donation button.  

You can donate to the church by clicking on the 

link and inputting some basic information. 
 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
 

Worship News 
 

Happy New Year!  

The Worship and Music 

Committee will continue new 

seating arrangements in January 

in our Fellowship Hall.   Epiphany is Sunday 

January 9, 2022. Epiphany is a Christian festival 

that begins on the 6th of January. It is a special date 

in the Christmas story when people celebrate how 

a star led the Magi also known as the Wise Men or 

Three Kings to visit the baby Jesus after he was 

born.  The Church color is white for this special 

Sunday and then returns to green on January 16, 

2022.  

Dave Coleman will resume Choir practice on 

Thursday evenings at 6:00 PM at Gold Hill 

Lutheran Church. We will be discussing plans for 

the Lenten season which begins on March 2, 2022.  

 

Prayers for peace, good health, and unity as we 

move into a year of new beginnings here at Gold 

Hill Lutheran.  

In service, 

Chris Ketchum 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
 

Gold Hill ELCA Trust Committee Minutes 

December 16, 2021 
 

Members present: Ron Gruss, 
Mike Welker, Ed Engle, Vern 
Nielsen, and Annette Lawson 
 
Old Business 
 

• Ron Gruss opened the 
meeting 

• The minutes of the previous meeting were 
accepted with the exception that the meeting 
date was 9/30/2021 not 9/20/2021 as was 
written in the minutes.  

• Ed reported: 
1) The perpetual and memorial checking 
accounts have been consolidated into one 
checking account that will be kept separate on a 
spreadsheet.  
2)The roof fund loan is now paid down to 
$2301.98 with the next payment due on 
1/15/2022.  

 
New Business 
 

• Ron said we need to be working on the annual 
report.  

• Discussion was held as to what needs to be 
included in the annual report. Ed and Ron will 
be doing the financial part of the report.  

• The next meeting will be Thursday 1/27/2022 at 
6pm in Mike Welker’s office.  

 

The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Annette Lawson, secretary  
 

Gold Hill ELC Directions 

https://goldhillelca.org/
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Council Meeting Minutes – 

Gold Hill Lutheran Church 

Tuesday, December 14, 2021 
 

The meeting was called to order by 

President Mike Lawson. All members of the 

council were present: Mike Lawson, Curt 

Quist, Danette Fitzpatrick, Peggy Graving, 

Pat Gruss, Lynn Aniksdal, Chris Ketchum, Nicholas Conlan, 

and Pastor Carrels. 

Devotions were from Luke 1 – Verses 1-6. Pastor said 

sometimes, we get bogged down in the details. We don’t 

always need to know who did what, where, etc. We need to 

get the whole picture. The Gospel has eyewitnesses that tell 

us the story. We, as a council, need to know what to take to 

the congregation – what message do we give. 

Minutes: The minutes from the November meeting were 

reviewed. Curt moved; Lynn seconded the acceptance of the 

minutes. The motion passed. 

Treasurer’s Report: Danette emailed the financials to the 

council prior to the meeting. Danette reported that the 

income for November was $10,617.70. Expenses for 

November were $17,744.35. The deficit for the month is 

$7,126.65.  Year to date we are $10,767.50 behind. Nicholas 

moved we accept the report. It was seconded and passed. 

Pastor’s Report is attached (p. 7-10). He will be on 

vacation from December 27 through January 2. He also 

attached the Covid report from the county. 

President’s Report: Mike reported that our attendance for 

services is between the high thirties and the low forties. The 

office areas in the church are getting textured and then they 

will be painted. The upstairs is getting painted and will be 

ready for new flooring. The basement is getting its lowered 

ceiling. The ramp going into the Sanctuary is ready for 

texturing and then painting. The process is moving forward. 

He thanked everyone for their reports. 

Administrative Director ‘s Report: Curt reported the same 

updates that Mike reported above. He added that the 

electrical work is complete except for a few fixtures. Pastor 

and Mary are deciding which bookcases and storage cabinets 

they want back in their offices. Flooring is scheduled for the 

beginning of the new year. Rande Farrow has completed the 

new arch for the sanctuary, and it will be installed after the 

new wall behind the sanctuary is built and the electricians 

are done.  

Dayspring has started the restoration before they have 

received any payment from the insurance company.  An 

invoice has been submitted but no funds have been received. 

They are using the mitigation money to continue working. 

Curt also signed a change order last week for the installation 

of the handicapped bathrooms that has been sent to the 

adjuster. Curt tried to connect with Julie Corbin and 

Heatherlynn Meeks about changes needed to our website and 

has received no response. He would like council to authorize 

Pastor to make updates. Nicholas and Pastor will work on 

getting this done and looking at Google nonprofit for our 

church. 

Worship Committee: Chris submitted a report via email. 

Her committee is ready for the Christmas services but 

wanted input on how we would admit people if we have 

more turn out than space. We will open up the doorways to 

the fireside and hallway and put a few chairs there. The 

occupancy for the services would be between 50-70 

depending on family units. The choir asked if they could 

begin meeting in the social hall for practice. This request 

was granted. Because our service has increased to over 40 

and our chairs are in random order around the social hall, we 

will have ushers directing people to communion. There has 

been a request to sing Lamb of God and to sing during the 

offering. 

Property Committee: Lynn Heinze and her husband will be 

shoveling the sidewalks, so no volunteers are needed.  

Spiritual Committee: Pat thanked Danette for paying for 

the VBS program. We discussed how many children we are 

serving and the price of the FLBC counselors. Last year for 

$1,000 we had either zero or one camper. We may need to 

look into an alternative. The Presbyterian Church would like 

to visit with Pat about the VBS program and may be 

interested in joining Gloria Dei and Gold Hill for the camp. 

Outreach Committee: Nicholas is eager to have our kitchen 

and social hall completed. He has ideas such as a cooking 

class and a soup kitchen. Pastor asked him to meet with the 

task force to see about what outreach ideas would impact the 

construction project. When Nicholas meets with Pastor 

regarding the website, they will look at Google for 

Nonprofits and see if it is a match for our church. 

New Business: The Annual Meeting will be February 6th 

without a potluck. Every three years when the Church Wide 

Assembly updates the constitution churches should follow 

through and update their constitutions with the changes 

necessary to keep us compliant with church wide. At the 

annual meeting we will be asking for 4 people interested in 

reviewing and making the necessary updates when the 

Assembly’s changes are out. This should happen after June 

of 2022. 

Old Business: Pro-Audio sent us another proposal for a 

scaled down audio/visual update for the church. The bid 

came in at $31,177.42. After much discussion it was decided 

we could not spend this kind of money on our own. It was 

asked that we bring up the topic at the annual meeting for 

members to be able to have input. We are in the process of 

figuring out where we stand with the money given by the 

insurance company and the work that Dayspring has 

completed. Once we know where we stand and understand 

how much money we, Gold Hill, will need to have to 

complete the projects already agreed upon we can further 

discuss the audio – tech money available. 

Rande Farrow submitted a report to Curt. He reported that 
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council had approved the arches for the sanctuary. The  

committee went to the Furniture Bank and selected furniture 

for the quilters room, the fireside room, and a desk for one of 

the upstairs rooms.  No other decisions have been made at 

this time. 

Budget – Every committee member needs to get their budget 

requests to Danette. Danette will have a budget prepared for 

our approval at the January council meeting. 

Goals for the Church from the Guiding Principles will be 

discussed in January. 

County Covid Update – The county is 100% open. It is up to 

businesses to create their own policies regarding distancing 

and masks. After discussion we decided to remain wearing 

the masks and distancing during services. Since we have 

offered the sharing of the peace, we will continue with 

everyone using their own discretion. Lynn moved; Chris 

seconded to keep the above practice for church services. The 

motion passed with Nicholas opposing.  

Curt continued our discussion regarding everyone working 

together. Tonight’s topic was Fairness. We need to listen to 

each other even if we don’t agree and give the person your 

full attention.  Make it a point to try to see where that person 

is coming from and how he builds his point of view. Curt 

asked us to continue to pray for the person we have been for 

the past few months.  

Pastor thanked us for facing the hard decisions. We have the 

heart of the congregation in our thoughts and prayers. 

We adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Peggy Graving, Secretary 
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