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Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ (Galatians 6:2 NRSV) 
 

Since the global pandemic was declared in March 2020, many of us have endured extended emotional and psychological 

anguish. That experience may be dramatically worsened by the ugly realities of racism, sexism, homophobia, 

xenophobia, or poverty. Our anguish has taken the form of sadness in isolation, anxiety in uncertainty, grief over loss, 

stress over economic challenges and worry over events beyond our control — including the tremendous impact of the 

crisis on our children. This pandemic threatens our mental health just as much as our physical health. For millions of us 

adults living in the United States, receiving the vaccine and the hope it brings has alleviated our unease, sorrow, and 

grief. 
 

This past year has provided some of us with a deeper understanding of and empathy for the ongoing mental health 

challenges endured by our neighbors, friends, and family. Our church intentionally recognizes the anguish our siblings 

in Christ experience daily — pandemic or no — and the fear many of them feel about sharing their stories. 
 

As a church we also acknowledge the true depths of these invisible illnesses. Our children, neighbors, and friends 

grappling with mental health issues need to know that God does not love them any less. They need to hear that they, too, 

are embraced by God’s unfathomable love. 
 

Our church cautions against judgmental words and actions that might suggest to someone that their faith is not strong 

enough or that their outlook on life would improve if they would change certain behaviors. Praying, socializing, and 

exercising are great activities that can help someone get out of a slump or move past a painful episode. But this is not 

always the solution for moderate or severe depression, bipolar depression, anxiety, or even grief. Telling someone they 

aren’t doing enough to be happy creates a sense of stigma that they are not living “correctly.” We need to listen so that 

our words of care and compassion guide others to the help they need. We need to support people in their struggles, 

walking side by side in partnership with them through the good days and the bad. 
 

Dear church, God loves us all. No matter how we are grappling, we are not alone; God is with us. We must seek ways to 

erase the stigma surrounding mental illness and continually love everyone compassionately as a child of God. We must 

embrace the benefits of therapy and encourage the use of medication when necessary in supporting and sustaining 

mental health and wellness. We must also work to ensure access to affordable mental health care for all people, 

especially those living in poverty or in historically marginalized communities. 
 

Our faith teaches that caring for health is a shared endeavor. Being the body of Christ means carrying one another’s 

burdens; it also means placing our burdens in God’s hands and admitting to a caring person close to us that we need 

help. This is true no matter how great or small our anguish may be. 
 

In Christ, 

 
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton Presiding Bishop 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Statement on Mental Health Awareness 
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Prayer Concerns 
Please call the Church Office (723-4242)  

or email us: (goldhill.elca@gmail.com)  

with your prayer requests.  

Only prayers given to the entire  

congregation will be included here.      

 

Bill Andersen and family (by Julie Corbin) – prayers of 

comfort on the death of his grandmother, Rose 

Maloney 

Shirley Erickson – prayers for healing 

Bonnie Grimes – prayers of support and healing 

Bill Andersen (by Julie Corbin) – prayers for healing  

Rob Hoffman (Kathy & Don Bauer’s son/stepson) – 

prayers for healing  

Ruschelle Tyvand – prayers for healing 

Juniper Blue Carrels and her family – prayers of 

thanks following her baptism 

Danette Fitzpatrick – prayers for healing 

Family of Bill Smyers – prayers of comfort following 

his death on June 23rd 

Pastor Rob Nedbalek (Freedom in Christ) – as he 

recovers from a broken clavicle, and his family as they 

mourn the death of his daughter in law, Nichole 

Georgia Pris, wife of retired Pastor Wayne Pris 

(Kalispell) – prayers for healing as she recovers from 

a stroke 

Our companion synod, the Cape Orange Diocese of 

South Africa – as the country is in the grips of violent 

political protest 

The family, friends and the congregation of 

American Lutheran Church in Chinook, Montana 

– who celebrated the life of Pastor Valorie Putt on July 

16 

Montana Synod Prayer Request: 

For all those suffering from the effects of disastrous 

floods in Europe, and the forest fires and drought in 

the US and Canada 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
 

September Birthdays/Anniversaries: 

  

Pastor Marlow Carrels – celebrating his 

birthday on September 1 

Cheryl Neuhart - celebrating her birthday 

on September 2 

Kayla Harvey - celebrating her birthday on  

September 6 

Brittany Campbell - celebrating her birthday on 

September 6 

Ruschelle Tyvand - celebrating her birthday  

on September 7 

David Johnson - celebrating his birthday on September 

7 

Abby Biastoch - celebrating her birthday on September 

10 

Curt Quist - celebrating his birthday on  

September 14 

Dick Fitzpatrick - celebrating his birthday on 

September 14 

Ruschelle Tyvand - celebrating her baptismal  

birthday on September 14 

Pam Cloonan - celebrating her birthday on  

September 17 

Connor Schofield - celebrating his baptismal  

birthday on September 22 

Chris Meeks - celebrating his birthday on  

September 22 

Jerry Aaker - celebrating his birthday on  

September 26 

Ruth Matson - celebrating her birthday on  

September 27 

Abby Biastoch - celebrating her baptismal  

birthday on September 29 

Waylon Clemo - celebrating his baptismal  

birthday on September 29 

Pat Gruss – celebrating her birthday on  

September 30 

Kemera Thomas – celebrating her birthday on 

September 30 

Arthur Quincy Zell – celebrating his baptismal 

birthday on September 30 
 

John & Barb Crnich - celebrating 

their 46th wedding anniversary on 

September 11 

Paul & Kay Vang - celebrating their 

60th wedding anniversary on September 17 

Mike & Sheilah Vincent - celebrating their 51st 

wedding anniversary on September 19 

mailto:goldhill.elca@gmail.com
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Memorials & Honorariums 
 

In Memory of Bill Smyers from: 

 Vern & Jeanette Nielsen 
 

In Memory of Pete Godtland from: 

 Bonita Elgersma 

 Scott DeWaay  

 Stacie Baird  
    

======================================== 

Food Bank Donations 
 

At this time Gold Hill cannot take physical 

donations of food for the food bank.  
 

Mail your monetary donation directly to: 
 

Butte Emergency Food Bank 

1019 East Second Street 

Butte, MT  59701 
 

 Thank you for your generosity! 

 

Empty Bowls is on 

for the Food Bank!   
It will be held on 

September 22nd and if 

you have tickets from 

last year, they will be 

honored.  

If you have questions or need this year's tickets, 

please contact the food bank directly. 

======================================== 
 

 
 

Get ready! Sunday School returns beginning 

September 12th at 10:30 am after worship.  

We will gather on the Sanctuary stairs for our 

meeting.  Ages 3 on up are welcome.  If you have 

questions, please call Pat Gruss at 565-2563.   

========================================= 

 
 

Volunteers 

Wanted 
 

The new VA Home 

is looking for 

volunteers who 

would be willing to 

visit / bring 

communion to residents. Please contact Pastor Carrels 

if you are interested. 
 

=========================================== 
 

55+ Lunch Bunch 
 

Lunch group will 

meet on Friday, 

September 17th, at 

Perkins Restaurant at 

12 Noon. Questions? 

Talk to Jeanette 

Nielsen. 

  

=========================================== 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL September 2021: 
 

Mike Lawson - 
President 

 

Curt Quist - 
Administration Director 

 

Danette Fitzpatrick - 
Treasurer 

 

Peggy Graving - 
Secretary 

 

Pat Gruss - 
Spiritual Growth 

Ministry, Team Leader 
 

Chris Ketchum - 
Worship Ministry, Team Leader 

 

Lynn Aniksdal - 
Leadership Ministry, Team Leader 

 

Nicholas Conlan - 
Outreach Ministry, Team Leader 

goldhilloutreach@gmail.com 
 

Pastor Marlow Carrels 
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Financial Summary 
 

by Danette Fitzpatrick 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

  

 

Just a reminder that our website, 

https://goldhillelca.org, has a donation button.  You 

can donate to the church by clicking on the link and 

inputting some basic information. 

 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
 

Gold Hill We Deliver – 

Sack Lunch Ministry 

 Sack lunches will continue to be 

made at home. I am not sure when we 

will return to assembling the lunches in 

the kitchen, but that was and hopefully 

in the future will be an occasion for 

fellowship as well as meeting the needs 

of hungry people. 

 If you are still wanting to be part of this ministry 

and/or willing to be part of the coordinating work, 

please let me know and share any ideas you have for 

making it work. You can text me at 406-450-1193 or 

email me at revcall@charter.net. 
 

Patty Callaghan 
 
 

 
 

 

Worship News 
 

The Music and Worship committee 

meets on the first Tuesday of the 

month. We discussed the Hymn 

selections and updated the Usher and 

Lector lists. The Church color remains 

green.  

We are having a Hymn sing on September 5, 2021, 

during Worship service. Be sure to write down your 

favorite Hymns and place them in the offering plate for 

that Sunday. We are asking members to bring home 

baked or bakery bread along with butter, home prepared 

honey, jelly, jams, and preserves for our Coffee hour 

after Sunday service on that day to celebrate the end of 

the Bible stories that reflect how we are fed by God.  

The Gold Hill Choir will reconvene on Wednesday, 

September 1, 2021, at 6:00 PM at the Gloria Dei 

Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall. We invite everyone 

who enjoys singing to join and praise our Lord in song!  

We will possibly be having a joint Worship service 

with Gloria Dei Lutheran, Aldersgate Methodist, and 

Christ Anglican at Clark Park on Sunday, August 19th, 

at 10:00 AM. Pastor Carrels will keep us up to date on 

information. Plan to attend and enjoy the day with our 

Christian sisters and brothers!  

Blessings to all as we move into Autumn and await 

with renewed hope for the opening of our Church and 

indoor Worship service!    

Chris Ketchum 
 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
 

Harvest Auction Update 
 

 The Harvest Auction will be 

delayed by a few months due to 

remodeling delays at the church 

and the rising number of covid 

cases in the county. A large group 

gathering indoors could have the potential to spread the 

virus rapidly to a larger number of people. 

We are looking at sometime in early 2022 to hold an 

auction. If you have any questions, please feel free to 

talk to any Stephen Ministry leader. 

Thank you for your patience and support. 

 

 

 

 

Gold Hill ELC Directions 

https://goldhillelca.org/
mailto:revcall@charter.net


The Nugget Page 5 
 
 

Notes from the Trust 
 

In this article we are going to explain how the trust 

operates. 

 

The trust fund has two parts.  In the perpetual fund the 

principal is never used but its income is issued.  

 

Currently we are managing three perpetual funds, they 

are as follows: 

• Jennie and George Schotte Scholarship Fund 

• DeWitt Bible Fund & Theological Fund 

• Graving Fund 

 

There is a Memorial Fund, in which both the principal 

and the income can be used for church functions.  In the 

past we have used this money to support church 

ministries such as for the quilters in our congregation, 

music for worship, and many others.  The money was 

also used to purchase Christ Candles and sewing 

machines for the church. 

 

The trust committee is made up of five members of 

Gold Hill Lutheran Church to manage the funds of the 

trust.  Each member of the trust is elected by the 

congregation for a period of 5 years that is staggered to 

keep continuity for the management of the trust. 

 

As always, feel free to contact me or any of trust 

members should you have any questions. 
  

Ron Gruss 

Trust Chairperson 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
  

Gold Hill ELCA Trust 

Committee Minutes 

August 5, 2021  

 

Members present: Ron 

Gruss, Vern Nielsen, Mike 

Welker, Ed Engle, Annette 

Lawson, and Pastor Marlow 

Carrels. Also Present: Mike 

Lawson, president of the church council   
 

Ron Gruss called the meeting to order. Mike Lawson 

led us in an opening prayer.  
 

 

 

Old Business 
 

• We haven’t had any scholarship applications so 

far.  

• No bibles have been ordered because of the 

disruptions from the church fire. The bibles will 

be ordered from Augsburg as part of a larger 

order to get a good deal after the fire disaster.  

• Ed gave the financial report. Vern(m) and 

Annette(s) to accept the report with the 

correction of a date under the Loan Payment 

Transactions section. The report was accepted 

as corrected.  
 

New Business 
 

• A request was received to put the Trust 

Treasurer’s report into the monthly Nugget. 

Vern(m) and Mike Welker(s) to put the 

treasurer’s report into the Nugget. The motion 

passed.  

• Also, Ron will be writing an article each month 

in the Nugget about the Trust Committee.  

• Mike Lawson read a letter he received from 

Bruce Graving on 8/4/2021 concerning 1) how 

the trust income could be used to further the 

objectives of the Trust Resolution and 2) how 

best to perform the support functions of the 

Trust, i.e., investment management and 

accounting.  

• Pastor Marlow said we should ask “Is our 

money doing the work of God?”  He also said 

the ELCA recommends that any financial expert 

shouldn’t be someone from our congregation. 

And he recommended that we need a gift policy 

established.  

• Vern pointed out that we did have a presentation 

from Edward Jones and have requested 

presentations from other organizations but have 

so far failed to arrange any other meetings. 

• At the next meeting the committee will discuss 

and review the Trust Resolution.  

• The next meeting will be Thursday 8/26/2021 at 

7pm at Mike Welker’s office.  
 

The meeting was adjourned.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Annette Lawson, secretary 
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Council Meeting Minutes –  

Gold Hill Lutheran Church  

Tuesday, August 10, 2021 

6:00 PM New Deal Community Center 

 

The meeting was called to 

order at 6:20 pm. Roll call 

taken and all present except 

Mike L, Lynn A. and Nicholas 

C. Peggy asked Chris to assist 

in taking the minutes as she was attending via zoom and 

was having trouble hearing everyone’s reports. 

His (Pastor Carrels) devotional discussion was the 

principles of Baptism. He reviewed the affirmation we 

say at Baptism emphasizing that this is a promise to 

God: to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the 

word of God and share in the Lord’s supper. To 

proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word 

and deed, to serve all people, following the example of 

Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. 

His report extended from 6/9/21 to 8/10/21. 

The minutes from June 8th were reviewed and the 

following corrections were made - Pastor Judith Lamb 

of Anaconda as her full name because her last name 

was omitted.  Ken is the spokesperson from Dayspring 

Restoration instead of Kim as stated in the report. 

Danette Fitzpatrick moved to accept minutes as 

corrected, seconded by Pat G. and the motion passed. 

Danette F. gave her Treasurer’s report.  Peggy G. 

moved and it was seconded to accept the report as 

submitted. The motion passed. Danette was asked to 

look through the reports and find one that better shows 

the profit and loss for the month.  

Pastor Carrels reported he took two weeks of Paternity 

leave in June to July 2021. His attached report (see 

page 8) was reviewed.  He shared that the Southwest 

Montana Veterans home is looking for people to visit 

the Veterans and their clergy would like people to give 

communion at the Veterans Home. He shared that the 

Montana Chemical Dependency Center in Butte is 

asking for help in providing religious services on site. 

He stated this would be a Bible study with Communion 

and will ask the congregation if they would like to be 

involved in either of these requests. He will check if 

there are any requirements before entrance into the 

MCDC facility. Pastor Carrels was offered free office 

space at Oro Fino on Tuesday from 8:00 am to 3:00 pm 

to use as office hours. This will be published for the 

congregation. 

Curt Q. gave an updated report from Dayspring 

Restoration. They are focused on the Fellowship Hall 

being completed so we can move indoors as soon as 

possible. He said he will ask them to push forward on 

the completion of the Fellowship Hall and kitchen 

before the fall weather begins to cool. He said he will 

bring his questions of “Where do we want our Church 

to be?” to the next council meeting when there will be 

more in attendance.  

Chris K. discussed having Church this Sunday 8/15/21 

at 10:00 AM at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church with a 

picnic after at Stodden Park. Pat G. moved and Danette 

seconded that we attend their Church per their 

invitation. The motion was passed. Chris asked the 

council if we could consider using a temporary altar in 

the Fellowship Hall when we return indoors because 

Dayspring will move the altar in the sanctuary only 

once. We would have to move it back to the sanctuary 

and it is large and heavy. Pastor Carrels suggested we 

use the stone altar if Mike Vincent thinks it can be 

moved easily. Dave Stordahl has offered a wooden 

piece to use temporarily as well. A final decision will 

be made after someone has visited with Mike Vincent.  

Sunday, September 5th, will be designated as our 

Sunday to bring baked bread for the coffee hour with 

butter, honey, jams, and jellies. This will be the end of 

the Bread of Life sermons for the summer. We will ask 

the congregation to bring homemade or purchased 

bread and jams for all to enjoy. These will signify the 

fruits and grains of summer. We will also have a hymn 

sing on that Sunday. Gold Hill Choir will begin practice 

on September 1st at 6:00 pm at Gloria Dei in their 

Fellowship Hall.  (See report on page 9). 

Pat G. reported that the Vacation Bible School was 

enjoyed by all who attended. The theme was 

Affirmation, and she said the children were involved 

and had fun. The Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp 

Counselors helped with the event. Sunday School 
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begins on September 12th, which is also God’s Work 

Our Hands Sunday. She said that the Sunday School 

children will help with the projects that we plan to do 

on that Sunday. Pastor’s message for each Sunday will 

be the same message used for the Sunday School 

lessons.  

New Business: We discussed a joint worship service on 

Sunday September 19th at Clark Park with Christ 

Anglican, Aldersgate Methodist, Gold Hill, and Gloria 

Dei Churches. Chris K. moved, Pat G. seconded that we 

have this unified worship service and the motion 

passed. Pastor Carrels reported that he was asked to 

give the sermon that Sunday. God’s Work Our Hands is 

September 12th. Pastor will reach out to Nicholas and 

ask him to plan the events for that Sunday.  

Old Business: Pastor reported that he is printing the 

bulletins each week for church. We reminded him to 

submit his expenses. We decided that at this time it is 

easier to continue in this manner than to purchase our 

new equipment or hire the printing done. Once we are 

back in the church, we will resume the normal printing 

by Mary. Danette discussed meeting at the bank to 

transfer signatures for the checking account. She 

reported a Federal Tax form was corrected and the error 

was related to a misprint of a number on the account by 

Mark Rule and Company.  

Danette F. moved that we adjourn the meeting. It was 

seconded by Pat G. and the motion passed. We 

adjourned at 7:15 pm with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Chris Ketchum and Peggy Graving 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
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