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EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, UNITED TO SERVE
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Third Sunday after Epiphany
January 24, 2021

Bolded texts are said in unison.

Gathering

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Invocation
We gather in the name of the Father,
and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen
Confession and Forgiveness
God of all mercy and consolation,
come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness,
and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin

and cannot free ourselves.

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight

in your will and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your holy name.

Amen

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority,

| therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,

in the name of the Father, and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen



Announcements
Entrance Hymn: What Wonderous Love Is This ELW 666

1 What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul,
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul?

2 When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down,
when | was sinking down, sinking down,
when I was sinking down beneath God’s righteous frown,
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul,
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul.

3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing;
to God and to the Lamb I will sing;
to God and to the Lamb who is the great | Am,
while millions join the theme, | will sing, | will sing,
while millions join the theme, | will sing.

4 And when from death I’'m free I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on;
and when from death I’'m free, I’ll sing on;
and when from death I’'m free, I’ll sing God’s love for me,
and through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on;
and through eternity I’ll sing on.

Text: North American folk hymn, 19% cent., alt.

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



Prayer of the Day
Almighty God,
by grace alone you call us
and accept us in your service.
Strengthen us by your Spirit,
and make us worthy of your call,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen

Word

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

Blessing of Lectors
Let us pray.
Gracious God, we do not live by bread alone, but by every word
that comes from you. Bless those who will read to us the scriptures.
Make us hunger for the Word of life, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

First Reading: Jonah 3:1-5, 10

The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, >“Get up, go to
Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah
set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LOrRD. Now Nineveh
was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. *Jonah began to go into
the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh
shall be overthrown!” ®And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed
a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth.

\When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God
changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them;
and he did not do it.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm: Psalm 62:5-12

For God alone | wait in silence;
truly, my hope is in God.
God alone is my rock and my salvation,
my stronghold, so that I shall never be shaken.
"In God is my deliverance and my honor;
God is my strong rock and my refuge.
8Put your trust in God always, O people,
pour out your hearts before the one who is our refuge.
*Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath;
those of low estate cannot be trusted.
Placed on the scales together
they weigh even less than a breath.
%Pyt no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride;
though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it.
1God has spoken once, twice have | heard it,
that power belongs to God.
12Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord,
for you repay all according to their deeds.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31

29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short;
from now on, let even those who have wives

be as though they had none,

%%and those who mourn as though they were not mourning,
and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing,
and those who buy as though they had no possessions,
3land those who deal with the world

as though they had no dealings with it.

For the present form of this world is passing away.

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.



Gospel: Mark 1:14-20

As the gospel is announced:
The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 1st chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

“Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good
news of God, and saying,
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near;
repent, and believe in the good news.”

18As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother
Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen.
7 And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” ¥And
immediately they left their nets and followed him.
9As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John,
who were in their boat mending the nets.
2lmmediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee
in the boat with the hired men, and followed him.

As the gospel is concluded:

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Marlow Carrels



Hymn of the Day: You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore ELW 817

1 You have come down to the lakeshore
seeking neither the wise nor the wealthy,
but only asking for me to follow.

Refrain:

Sweet Lord, you have looked into my eyes;
kindly smiling, you've called out my name.
On the sand | have abandoned my small boat;
now with you, | will seek other seas.

2 You know full well what | have, Lord;
neither treasure nor weapons for conquest,
just these my fish nets and will for working. Refrain

3 You need my hands, my exhaustion,
working love for the rest of the weary —
a love that's willing to go on loving. Refrain

4 You who have fished other waters;
you, the longing of souls that are yearning:
O loving Friend, you have come to call me. Refrain

Text: Cesareo Gabarain, 1936-1991; tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall, b. 1946

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.



He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. *
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

*Or, He descended to the dead.

The Prayers
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation,

let us pray for our shared world.
A brief silence.

Each portion of the prayer concludes:

Have mercy, O God.

Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Meal

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering Prayer
Gracious God,
you came to us as one unknown,
bringing joy and salvation to the earth.
Nourish us at your banquet table,
that with all who welcome your birth
we may proclaim your peace,
revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen



The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all

places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through

Jesus Christ our Lord. Although our road has been stony going,

you have given us the power to stand firm in the face of wickedness

and to rejoice in triumph over death and the grave. And so, with the multitude
from east and west, from north and south, with angels and archangels and all the
company of heaven, we lift our voices in the unending hymn:

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, for you have had mercy on us and
given your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in him should not perish but
have eternal life. We give you thanks for the redemption you have prepared for
us through Jesus Christ. Send your Holy Spirit into our hearts to establish in us a
living faith and prepare us joyfully to receive our Redeemer who comes to us in
his body and blood.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Through him, with him, in him,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all glory and honor is yours,
almighty Father, now and forever.
Amen



The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Distribution of Communion

Prayer
Let us pray.
Christ Jesus,
at this table we have feasted on your very life
and are strengthened for our journey.
Send us forth from this banquet
nourished in body and in spirit
to proclaim your good news
and serve others in your name.
Amen

Silence for reflection.

Sending

Benediction
God the creator strengthen you;
Jesus the beloved fill you;
and the Holy Spirit the comforter -+ keep you in peace.
Amen



Sending Hymn: We are Marching in the Light ELW 866

We are marching in the light of God,
we are marching in the light of God.
We are marching in the light of God,
we are marching in the light of God.

We are marching, 00 —
we are marching in the light of God.
We are marching, 00 —
we are marching in the light of God.

Additional stanzas ad lib:
We are dancing...
We are praying...
We are singing...

Text: South African traditional; tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984

Dismissal
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.



